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REVIEW 


OF THE 


Numb. 53 


Affairs of FRANCE: 


_ With Obfervations on Transactions at Home. 


Cuelday, July 3. 1705. 


Peare, to fpeak to thofe things that 

hinder it; and among the reft, to treat 
of thofe Artifices the Enemies make ufe of 
to prevent our Union; and I hope no Body 
will think themfelves particularly pointed at 
in this Cafe, I defign Caution to all, and Re- 
fle€tion upon none. 

They that are Guilty by Inadvertency, 
Deferve Reproof, thofe that aét it by Defign, 
deferve no Civility. 

Nothing has been more fatal among the 
prefent Confederacy, than fpreading Ru- 
mours, Suggeftions, and Reports about the 
World, fometimes tu create fears of Mif- 
chiefs that never are like to come to pafs, 
fometimes to foment Diftruft among Con- 
federacies ; fometimes to prepare the People 
for Mifchiefs really Deiign’d , that the Ene- 
my has frequencly employ’d Emiffaries among 
us, and been at great Charge to prompt 
fuch things, is as plain as it is true, th-t 
their doing fo confirms the thing Iam now 
upon, viz. That they have always found it 
very Serviceable to them. 


[' comes of Courfe, in my Defign of 


Hiftory is full of Inftances. of this kind, 
which it would be cadlets | to repeat, and to: 
fill this Paper with Precedents in Ancient 
Story, to prove what our own Experience 
has Examples enough to Gonvince us of, is 
doing that which I hope this Paper fhall ne- 
E be charg’d with, viz. Talking to no pure 
pofe. ‘ 
An faftance or two, within our own reach, 
may not however be amifs among a Cloud of 
Examples which might be brought. 

When our Fleet Fought with, or rather 
Retreated from the French, at the Time 
when the Earl of Torrington Commanded ‘as 
Admiral, it was thought convenient, the 
Difparity of Force, the Abfence of the King 
then in Jreland, and the exceeding Confe- 
quence of a Defeat at that time, confider’d 
not to Engage the French, or at that Jun- 
&ture on this Retreat, the Frewch purfuing 
clofe, Engag’d the Dutch, who had the Van 
upon one Tack, and confequencly the Reer 
upon another, and they received fome Da- 
mages 
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The French Emiflaries in Holland, with the 
Utmoft Induftry fpread about R« ports, That 
the Englifp had Betray’d the Dusch Ships,had 

‘drawn them into an Engsgemerc with the 
French, and then Tack’a from them 3 acd 
the French Princes faid the fome thing. 

To fuch a H-yhtand Heat was this car- 
ried. thatthe Dutch, ay and too manv here 
tuo, believ’d its and! could tell the World 
the Improvement ot it was fuch, that had 
not the Authority on both Hands check’d it, 
it might have been fatal to the Confede- 
racy. i 

On another Occafion, when Admiral Ru/- 
fel, now Earl of Orford, was fitting out the 
Fleet, and preparing for the Summers Expe- 
dition in 1692,a Rumour was f{pread abroad, 
That fome of the Captains had refolv’d upon 
an Engagement with the French, to g0 over 
with their Sbips, and Revolt to King 
“Fames. 

The French Fleet appearing immediately 
in the Channel, all Men concluded they 
came with that Dependance, and fo far was 
the Report {pread Abroad, and Improv’d to 
that height, that the Captains thought them- 
felves concern’d in that cafe, to give Her 
Majefty the late Queen Mary, frefh Affuran- 
ces of their Fidelity, in chat famous Addrefs, 
Sign’d on Board the Fleet at St. Aellens, the 
Sth, I think, of May, 1692. 

The Queen, who was thoroughly Con- 
vinc’d it was a Malicious Report, rais’d to 
create a Mifunderftanding and Jealoufie a- 
mong the Commanders, declar’d her Satis- 
faétion in fuch Terms, asanimated the Off- 
cers of the Fleet to fignalize themfelves in 
the Enfuing Engagement; and fome of them 
who had been pointed out in thofe Reports, 
were of the forwardeft in that Service, and 
fome have thought it was that coft Admiral 
Carter his Life, pufhing at all Hazards, to 
Diftinguifh his Loyalty and Courage in the 
Fight. 

if chefe are not fufficient Examples to 
prove the fatal Confequences of {preading 
the Suggeftions of our Enemies, many more 
might be found out. 

The Reports all over France, that King 
William was Dead, which were believ’d to 
that Degree, that, as we were told, Pub- 


lick Rejoycings were made on that Ac. 
count. 

Tie Confternation other Parts conceiv’d 
at it, was very remarkable, and large Guef- 
fe, were to be made from it, who and what 
Pa ts of the Cont-deracy w: uld te more er 
lels affe¢ted wish it; and had che Affauinati- 
on of that Prince afterwards fucceeded, 
without Queftion the Aim that was to be 
taken from the former Circumftance, had 
been contiderable. 

When a Rumour is raifed of fome very Ill 
News, and the Rife of this is from the Ene- 
my ; there’s nu Queftion to be made, but 
they have their Ules, Ends, and Defigns in 


it. 

In the beginning of this War, and parti- 
cularly when the Dutch follicited here fo long, 
fo very long for the Aid of 100co Men, ftipue 
lated by Treaty in the Reign of King Charles 
the Second, and which fome People here very 
diligently retarded as long as poffible, that 
the Dutch might have been driven to fome 
Extremities before it come How of- 
ten in this Interval was it reported, That 
the Dutch were going to make a feparate 
Treaty with the French, when after this the 
States thought fit to Delude the Fremsh, and 
Monfieur Heinfizs Out-witted the Cabinet 
at Verfailles in the Matter of Owning the 
King of Spain 3 we were all going Mad with 
it here, that the Dutch had Betray’d us, were 
gone over to the Enemy, aad had made the 
Peace without ts. 

What ftrange Effeéts thefe Reports had 
in their Seaion, and how on all Occations the 
French have thought fit to raife fuch Ru- 
mours, and have always found their Ac- 
count init is too plain to need any Expofi- 
tion. 

But I cannot but makea Remark here. 

Two forts of People the Enemy makes 
ule of in thefe Cafes. 

3. Their own mifchievous Emiffaries, who 
they diligently Employ to propagate the 
Siate-Trick, and to hand forward their Court 
Forgeries, like the Merchant, who Imports 
a Commodity, and fells it by Wholefale to 
the Retailer, thefe are Employ’d for the 
Purpofe, and thefe Convoy by their Intelli- 
gence one and the fame Report at the fame 
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time to all Parts of the World to their Sub- 
Agents, who are Direéted to Culrivate the 


 Produét of Lyicg as may beft ferye the ends 
of the Contriver, 


2- The Ignorant,Weak and Unforefeeing 
Relators, who, like second-hand Chapmen, 
hand forward the Mifchief, think no barm, 
but run away with the Srory for the Meer 
Lecbery of telling fome News, who fervea 
Malicious Defign, and are not let into the 
fecret themfelves, propagate the Means and 
know nothing of the End, thefe are Tools 
of a Mafter they do not know they are fer- 
ving, and are Jnuocently Guilty, if that way 
of fpeaking, may be allow’d me of doing 
Mifchief with no manner of Delign, fuch 
Men as thefe are to be Pity’d and Punifh’d 
both together, and I know but one piece of 


~ Mercy that is due to them, and that’s owing 


to the Compaffion we fhow to Humane Infir- 
agh viz. to give them once fair warning 
of it. 

A Man has a Mind to fright all the Neigh- 
bourhood, and he Meets a Biind Man, and 
tells him, there is a Houfe on Fire, and it 
Flames out of the Garret Windows, and 
why do you wot cry out Fire, {ays the Blind 
Man. Why / am Aoarfe ? I can’t {peak aloud, 
Do you cry out Says t’other. The Blind 
Man crys Fire immediately, raifes all the 
Street, frights the Children, the Women fall 
into Fits,two or three that were with Child 
Mifcarry, one or two fall into Travail, and 
Die with the Diforder What fhall we 
fay of the Blind Man———Say of him, fays 
a third, Why what can you fay of him ? 
The Man was Blind, and fome Body Abufed 
him. 

Why this is true, and this may in fome 
Peoples Judgment, excufe him, but I differ 
from them al], I think the Man ought to be 
Punifh’d as a Criminal, for 2 Blind Maa 
ought not to cry Fire. 

Let no Man think this Story pointed at 
himfelf. I again Declare I have no Meaning 
in it to any Man’s Prejudice. I hope Perfonal 
Pique fhall be always below the Defign of 
this Paper, and i’ll Anfwer for it, it fhall al- 
ways be fo of the Author. | 

But there is more Ufe to be made of thefe 
things, and far above the Trifle of one Man's 


Concern in it«———He that will report ® 
thing Suggefted by the Enemy, with an evi 

Defigo, anfwers that evil Defign of the Bne* 
my, and is acceflary to the Milchief aim’d 
at, for the End is the Enemies, the Means-is 
the {preading the Report; and he that does 
that with no ill Defign, yet propagates the 
real Defign as effeétually as the Enemy De- 
fires him, and fo becomes an involuntary 
Engine of his Countries Mifchief, and a 
Tool to the Agency of an Invader. 

_ To fay we only tell what other People fay, 
isto fay nothing; no, tho’ it is told with a 
They fay, ‘uch Poifon ought never to go with- 
out its Antidote; if I will relate it, and leave 
the World Uncertain what my Opinion a- 
bout-it is, I ought-to Bx the World 
fhould believe it is a Piece of News I ap- 
prove ; for he that leaves the World to guels. 

is fuppofed to be willing and content they 
fhould make any Confrudtion of it they 
pleafe ; and that the worft Conftruétion is 
moft fuitable tohim, fince every Man knows, 
when the World i left to gue/s, at any thing 
they always gue/s rhe ‘oor 

Nor is it enough to fay, We Tranflate 
what other Nations Print ; if a Foreign 
Print fhould fay, That the King of another 
Nation is the Son of a Whore, ’tis an abu- 
five thing ; but if a Subje&t of that Nation 
fhould Reprint it, without at the fame time 
Declaring his Refentment of the Abufe of his 
Soveraign, he would merit to be very ill 
treated of his Prince. 

If this werenot fo, a Man under the Pro- 
te&tion of the Titles of a faithful Tranflator, 
may Legitimate all the Barbarous Language 
with which Foreigners may Infult the Prince 
or Government he lives under, and foclaim 
a Privilege to be as Free with his Prince, asa 
Foreigner is, who owes him no Allegiance, 
nor does not write to thofe that do. ; 

I would defire fuch to turn the Tables, 
and Anfwer me this Queftion: Suppofe the 
Paris Gazeteer fhould pretend to Tranflate 
the Obfervator into French, and Print it at 
Paris,and in the Paper fhould bring in Honeft 
Roger Treating the French King with all that 
Country Freedom and Good Language as 
we feein Englifh he makes no Bones of, what 
could any- Body rationally think tbat ee 
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narch would fay to it? Or indeed, What 
ought he to fay to: it ?——-He ought at 
leaft to ufe him as one -that wants Man- 
ners. 

The fame thing wilt hold in Matters of 
Danger, ithas always beea held Criminal to 
report, That the King is Dead , and to fay it 
js reported fo, is the fame thing ia all thofe 
parts of it, which made the Orivinal faving, 
forCriminal. 

The Reafon is drawn'from the Danger of 
a Flying Report, which in many Cafes makes 
ftrange Difcoveries. — 

I have read of a Prince among the Perfians, 
that Reported; That he was Dead to Difco- 
ver which of his Courtiere afpir’d to the 
Crown, and tdéuk feveral of them in the 
_ Snare 

The Danger of Flying Reports, is not ea- 
fily Defcrib’d, he that. knows what ule the 
Enemies fome times make of them, will be 
very careful how he makes himfelf the Tool 
to put them forward, if he has any refpeét to 
his'‘own Charaéter, or the Good of the Pub- 
lick. 


Juft Publifh’d, 

ats HE Appendix tothe Review; Together 

with an Jndex of the Firft Volume; 
which will Compleat the faid Firft Volume 
of the Reviews: And all thofe Gentlemen, 
who have befpoke of the Author, the faid 
Firft Volume Entire, may have them Deli- 
ver'd, Bound up together with all the. Suy- 
plements, at F. Mattkews’s, or at the Pub- 
jithers of the Review, 


Hercas a Propofal has been made hy 
the Author of this Paper, for Sub- 
~ feriptions to a Book in Folio, Enti- 
tled, FJure Divino 5 or, A Satyr upon Tyranny and 
Puffive Obedience, To which, Abundance of 
Gentlemen having long fince Subfcrib’d, and 
the Time fceming long for its coming out, 
fome very Good Keafons having obliged the 
Author to put a ftop to it, 

Thefe are to give Notice, That the faid 
Bovk is now in the Prefs, and fhall go onto 
be Printed with all Expedition: And for the 
further Satisfaction of the Sub{cribers, the 
Sheets may be feen every Day by any that 
pleafe to give themfelves that Trouble, at 
Mr. J. Matthews, as they come out of the 
Prefs. 


All thole Gentlemen, who -havé Cc 
Subferiptions for this Book,are Defir’d to fend 
in.an Account of what Number they have 
taken, there being no more to be Printed, than 
hall be given Notice, as Subferibed ; _ 
they pleafe, to Pay the Subfcription Money to 
Mr, Matthews in Pilkington Court, Litthe Britain, 


Receipts will be given there for is; i 4 
* | Raps eS fromial 

~ atbers yet 'd} for ai Perperdab | 

Affurance Office : Fd either ‘S EX may 


Suibfcribe, and by Paying 6.1. te wr, fo~ 
cure an equal Divideal of rooool. at their 
Deaths, which in all probability cannot a- 
mount to lefs than 500 Pounds, or a much — 
reater Sum, toany Perfon ae Name © 
Befides 3 /. out ofevery 61. which they thal — 
have Paid, together with other Advantages — 
‘during Life) which will reduce every Mem- — 
yer’s Yearly Payment to lefs than 40s, Sub- 
feriptions are taken, and .P atl 
given gratis, by F. Matthews a Printer, and Mr. — 
Sambridge, in Little-Brittain; Mr. Barnes, in — 
Pall-Mall ; Mr. N=tt, near Stationers-Hall ; 
Me. Strabin and Mr. Davis sn Cornhill; Mr, 
Hartley, Mr. Hodgfon’s in Holborn; Mr. . 
in. Weftminfter-Hall ; and Mr, Smith withoue 
Temple-Bar; Book(fellers.( ..", Note, Thot ne 
Money is to be. Paid, sill tie Society be full, and. 
Secu.uy given.) Againft which, if any Sub- 
{criber shall object, he thall be at Liberty, 
whether he will ftand to his Subfcription, or 


not. 
ADVERTISEMENTS, 


HE Royal Eflence for the Hait of 

the Head and Perriwigs, being the mof 
delicate and charming Petfame in Nature, and 
the greateft Preterver ot Hairin the World, 
for it keeps that of Perriwigs (a much longer 
time than ufual) in the Curl, and fair Hair 
from fading or changing colout, makes the 
Hair of the Head grow- thick, ftrengthens 
and confirms its Roots, and effectually pre- 
vents it from falling off or (plitting at the 
ends, makes the Powder continue in all Hair 
longer than it poffibly will, by the ufe of any 
other thing, 3y- its incomparable Odour 
and Fragancy it itrengthens the Brain, revives 
the Spirits, quickens the Mersory, and makes 
the Heart chearful, never raifes the Vapours 
in Ladies, @c. being wholly free from (and a- 
bundantly more delightful and plea‘ant ir 
Musk, Civet, &c, ’Tis indeed an unparalle 
fine Scent forthe Pocket, and perfumes Hand- 
kerchiefs, @c, excellently. To be had only at 
Mr. Allérafts,a Toy thop at the Blue-Coat. Boy 
againft the Royal Exchange in Cornhill. Sealed up, 
at 25. 6d. a Bottle with Directions. 
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